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In some jurisdictions, a reduction in retirement benefits for judges violates a legislature's constitutional obligation to provide 
judges an adequate amount of compensation. | In other jurisdictions, changes in judges' retirement benefits have been held 


violative of state constitutional provisions prohibiting changes of compensation during a judge's term of office.” Since public 
employees generally have contractual or vested rights in a public pension, where such pension is part of the terms of 


employment,” an enforceable contract arises upon completion of service by a judge, in accordance with the terms of an offer, 
established by law, to pay a portion of the judge's salary, for the balance of the judge's life upon voluntary retirement, after 


reaching a specified age." In some jurisdictions, if they assume no additional duties after retirement,” retired members of 
the judiciary do not subject their pension contracts to subsequent legislation,° or amendments or modifications which impair 
contractual obligations due them or impact detrimentally upon their retirement benefits, ’ whether or not their pensions have 


vested.” A judge who assumes another term of office, after retirement, fully aware of new legislation passed in the interim and 
its applicability to public employees in the party's position, becomes subject to its terms and conditions and those terms and 


conditions are incorporated into the renewed pension contract.’ Judicial retirement statutes which provided for the forfeiture of 
vested retirement benefits if a judge ran for, was elected to, and served in a new term of office after reaching the age of 70 did not 


violate equal protection, based on the judges' assertion that judges who served longer terms received greater benefits than those 


who served less time on the bench; it was not irrational for the State to base retirement benefits on length of judicial service. w 


Judges who retire prior to changes in a state's judicial pension plan are not entitled to the benefits that the changes in the law 


make. ll 
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